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We Love The Souls of Everyone

«This 1s good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who de-

sires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth” (1 Timothy 2:3-4).

Because we love the souls of men and want them to go to heaven, we
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul knew this burden and said, “I
am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise
and to the foolish. So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who
are in Rome. For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it 1s the power of
God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to
the Greek” (Romans 1:14-16).

Because we love the souls of men, we are not afraid to speak out
against sin. We know that passions of the flesh “wage war against the
soul” (1 Peter 2:11).

Because we love the souls of men, we preach the need to follow Jesus.
Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. “No one comes to the Father ex-
cept through me” (John 14:6).

Because we love the souls of men, we point people to what is best. The
Lord Jesus came to bring us an abundant life (John 10:10). His yoke is
easy, and His burden is light (Matthew 11:28-30). He is the Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (Isaiah
9:6). He is “our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and
redemption” (1 Corinthians 1:30). We can do no better than to preach
Jesus and Him crucified to every soul in every place who will hear.

—Phil Sanders

Faith

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by it the
people of old received their commendation. By faith we understand that the universe was creat-
ed by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. By faith
Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended
as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he
died, he still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was
not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having
pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to
God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.” Heb 11:1-6 (ESV)

The common, secular, explanation for the existence of the world is that the universe is billions
of years old and that all that exists came into existence through natural processes.

Sadly, some in the church have attempted to accommodate this godless outlook by twisting
Scripture to allow for the “days™ described in Genesis to not be “days” but something other
than what the text describes.

In contrast to this secular approach which is borne of disbelief, the Bible calls us to understand,
through faith, “that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not
made out of things that are visible.”

Faith is essential to our spiritual lives, for “without faith it is impossible to please him, for who-
ever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek
him.” Heb. 11:6

Believing God requires a commitment that whatever Scripture says — about baptism, about
marriage, or about the creation of the world — is exactly true. We must not find ourselves in
the position of second guessing God.

The Lord, in His grace, has provided us all spiritual guidance we need through the work of the
apostles and prophets — ultimately providing His complete revelation in His Son, Jesus Christ.

Being a Christian requires an attitude of repentance, placing God’s truth as the guiding princi-
ple of our lives. Following the teachings of Scripture, we can be sure of pleasing God and of
being the people He wants us to be.

—Gregory Alan Tidwell




