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Believers Having Hope

All believers experience trials which cause us to wonder how, or if, we
will get through the difficulties obstructing our paths. When tribula-
tions come, we have two choices: give in to the despair brought about
by the physical trials, or choose to look beyond earthly trials and em-
brace the blessings encompassed in a living hope and that are funda-
mental to a right relationship with God.

Peter uses the exclusive New Testament term “Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ”, acknowledging God as Father. Peter focuses readers on the re-
lationship disciples have with God and His promises to help His chil-
dren overcome the trials and difficulties of this life. Peter does not im-
ply this life is overly comfortable or without physical pain, but instead,
believers should embrace the blessing and solace available through the
living hope entrenched in the certainty of a Christ-centered reality.
These embedded benefits are a crucial theme of Peter’s epistle, a mes-
sage just as relevant today as when Peter penned it in the first century.

Peter identifies and glorifies God the Father as the source of our spiritu-
al life. We cannot acquire a divine life outside the gift that flows from
God. John 1:13 says we “were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God”. In Ephesians 2:3, we are nat-
urally born “children of wrath”. Therefore, we must be “born again” to
enter God’s eternal kingdom, just as Jesus said. The source of our sal-
vation is not in us. It is the “abundant mercy” of God.

Believers Having Hope con’t

Peter 1dentifies three truths that denote a right relationship with God:
The God and Father is the source of our spiritual life. 1 Peter 1:3
Our everlasting inheritance is secured by faith in God. 1 Peter 1:4

Salvation 1s prepared and ready to be made known the last time. 1
Peter 1:5

The Greek word for “into” indicates a point reached or entered, a po-
sition, a place. The statements mentioned above identify the reality
of our spiritual belief in Christ. All three are different aspects of the
same thing; they speak of our eternal security.

As Christians, we appreciate the confidence of heaven as an ever-
living hope, an indestructible inheritance, and a protected, prepared
and personal redemption. As we have said many times here, “our in-
heritance 1s now and not yet”. For our inheritance will not be fully
realized until Jesus returns. Until then we walk by faith and not by
sight, while being sustained by a living hope that is the resurrected
Christ Jesus.

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who ac-
cording to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away,
reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God

through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time -
1Peter 1:3-5.




