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    Sundays 

Bible Study………………... 9:30 AM 

Worship……………………10:30 AM 

Worship……………………..6:00 PM 

 

    Wednesdays 

Bible Study………………….7:30 PM 

 

     Elders 

Stephen W. Nale………….812-948-9917 

Allen L. Morris……………..812-967-4536 

 

     Deacons 

Jeffrey B. Hunt…………….502-931-5766 

Elbert Metcalf……………...812-246-5938 

Rondal O. Thompson Jr….812-944-8295 

 

   Evangelist & Editor 

Brian Anderson…………….317-442-9507 

Email: brian.anderson2@arconic.com 
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Goals For 2018 

Theme 

Body Building 

Attendance: Sunday Bible Study: 40;  

Sunday AM: 50 

Sunday PM: 40; Wednesday Bible Study: 30 

 

Giving: Meet Our Yearly Budget 

 

Invitations: 104 

 

Every Member Committed To Daily Bible 

Reading 

 

Every Member Committed To Daily Prayer 

 

Add Additional Child’s Class 

 

Each Member Do An in Depth Bible Study Of 

Their Own 

 

-Like us on Facebook-View us on 
YouTube at Clarksvillechurch 

Prayer List 

Harry & Martha Croninger 

Sharon Nale 

Les & Novema Dunn 

Mary McAfee 

Jean Hume (Anita’s Sister) 

Debby Spears (Roseann’s sis) 

Sharon Thompson 

Debbie Beckham 

Sandra Anderson (Brian’s Mom) 

. 

 

 

 

We are now in the 14th week of our 

Bible Reading. 

 

 

Lord’s Supper Reading 

Heb. 10:9-22 

Scripture Reading 

AM: I Cor. 3:16-17 

PM: Gal. 1:6-9 

Encouragement Tally 

Invites this month:  1 

Invites last month: 100 

Visitors YTD:    6 

Place Stamp 

Here 

Welcome! 

If you’re visiting with us 

today, we want you to 

feel welcome and we 

want you to feel like 

our honored guest! We 

also want you to know 

that all we’re interested 

in here at the Clarks-

ville Church of Christ is 

the Truth.  Jesus said, 

“You shall know the 

truth, and the truth 

shall make you free.” 

John 8:32.  The truth 

He’s talking about is 

God’s word.  Jesus 

said, “Sanctify them by 

thy truth, Thy word is 

truth.” John 17:17.  

Therefore we hope 

you’ll appreciate that 

we’ll give you book, 

chapter and verse from 

the Bible, the word of 

God, for everything 

that we say or do here 

today, so that every-

thing that we do may 

bring glory unto God, I 

Pet. 4:11. 
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Figures By Which The Lord’s Church Is Set Forth 

 

Read Matt. 16:18-19.  The Lord’s church is set forth in some descriptive ways 

to help us understand the form and function of the Lord’s church.  Let’s take a 

look.  

 

I. The Body of Christ 

 

 I Cor. 12:27, Eph. 4:4, Eph. 1:22-23, Col. 1:24, I Cor. 12:14 

 Eph. 2:16, I Cor. 12:25 

 

II. The Temple of the Lord 

 

 I Cor. 3:16-17, Eph. 2:19-22, I Cor. 3:9, Ex 25:8-9 

 Lev. 26:11-12, 2 Chron. 7:12-16, Jn 4:24, Rev. 22:8-9 

 

III. Vineyard of the Lord 

 

 Mt 20:1-16; 21:33-46, Mt 21:28-31, I Cor. 15:58 

 

IV. The Kingdom of God 

 

 Mt 16:18-19, Col. 1:2-13, 20, 24, Heb. 12:23, 28 

 Mt 28:18, Rev. 17:14, Jn 3:3-7, I Cor. 4:15, Js 1:18 

 I Pet. 1:23, Jn 18:36, I Cor. 15:23-28 

 

V. The Household of God 

 

 Eph. 3:15, I Tim. 3:15, Eph. 4:6, Gal. 3:26-28, Rom. 8:14-17, I Pet. 1:3-4 

 Mk 3:31-35, Js 2:15 

 

VI.  The Bride of Christ 

 

 2 Cor. 11:2, Rom. 7:1-4, Jn 3:27-30, Eph 1:1, 5:22-25, Acts 11:26 

 Rom. 16:16 

 

V. The Flock of God 

 

 Jn 10:1, 7, 11, 14, Acts 20:28, I Pet. 5:1-3 
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The New Testament speaks of the church in both the universal and the local senses. In the 

universal sense, there is one body and it is composed of all the saved of all the world (Eph. 

1:22,23; Acts 2:47). In the local sense, a church is composed of Christians who agree to 

worship and work together, and in this sense there are many churches (Rom. 16:16). 

 

The two unscriptural concepts that we want to study involve how we become members of 

the universal and the local church. The "language of Ashdod" that is too prominent today 

indicates that many brethren do not have a clear understanding of the distinctions between 

these two uses of the word "church." 

 

First, some talk about "joining the church" when they are speaking about their baptism into 

Christ. This indicates a lack of understanding about how we become a part of the body of 

Christ. We do not "join" the universal church. The Bible says, "And the Lord added to the 

church day by day those who were being saved" (Acts 2:47). The one who saves us, adds 

us! When does He add us? The context in Acts 2 shows that those who "repented and were 

baptized for the remission of their sins" were saved (Acts 2:38,41). Paul told the Corinthi-

ans, "For by one Spirit were we all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, wheth-

er bond or free; and were all made to drink of one Spirit" (1 Cor. 12:13). 

 

The penitent believer is baptized "into one body," or "into Christ" (Gal. 3:27) in the sense 

that God forgives his sins and saves him because of his obedience to his commands. That 

does not make one a member of a local church, but of the universal church. 

 

The second unscriptural concept that we want to notice is the idea that baptism automatical-

ly makes one a member of a local church. Just as we do not join the universal church, we 

are not baptized into a local church. 

 

The Ethiopian eunuch was baptized by Philip, and "went on his way rejoicing" because he 

was saved (Acts 8:38,39), but he was not a member of any local church at that time. Saul of 

Tarsus had been baptized into Christ, and accepted by brethren in Damascus, but when he 

went to Jerusalem and "assayed to join himself to the disciples" there, he was not automati-

cally accepted (Acts 9:26).  

Two Unscriptural Concepts Two Unscriptural Concepts con’t 

After Barnabas "took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how 

he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how at Damascus he 

had preached boldly in the name of Jesus," they agreed to accept him (Acts 9:27). The 

next verse says he "was with them" (v. 28). He did not just "join up," he "joined in"! But 

there had to be the desire to "belong" on his part, and the willingness to "accept" on their 

part. When Apollos wanted to go from Ephesus to Achaia, brethren in Ephesus wrote a 

letter "to the disciples to receive him" (Acts 18:27). What the word of mouth accom-

plished for Saul, the written word accomplished for Apollos! Before there can be local 

church membership, there must be a desire to belong and an acceptance on the part of 

others. 

 

How is this desire and agreement expressed? The Bible does not give the details about 

this, therefore we must use our judgment in applying these principles. There are three 

ways that I know that have been used. (1) When a person moves to an area, or is bap-

tized into Christ, and begins worshiping with a congregation, his participation is accept-

ed by the church and understood by him as indicating desire to belong and acceptance, 

and no word is spoken. (The danger of this method is that one party or the other may 

misunderstand the intentions of the other. Simply worshiping with a group does not nec-

essarily indicate a desire to belong, nor a willingness to accept.) (2) A person goes for-

ward and states his desire to the preacher, or expresses it to the elders and a public an-

nouncement is made of this person's desire to "identify" or join this group. Unless there 

is some reason to question the person's faithfulness, he is accepted by the congregation 

as a member. (3) When a person expresses a desire to be a part of the church, the elders 

meet with him, or her, and discuss their mutual responsibilities. After such discussion an 

announcement is made that this person is a part of the congregation. (Elders have a spe-

cial responsibility toward members of the flock and such a meeting serves to let the pro-

spective member know what we are doing, as well as what we do not practice, and find 

out what they have done in other places and are willing to do here. This is the approach 

that the elders here typically use.) 

 

Other methods may be just as good in fulfilling the two requirements for local church 

membership, but we need to keep clearly in our minds that we are baptized "into 

Christ" (this is not "joining a local church"), and we join a local church (we were not 

baptized into it). 


