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407 W Lewis & Clark Pkwy
Clarksville, IN 47129-1649
(812) 944-2305

www.clarksvillechurchofchrist.org

Sundays
Bible Study..................... 9:30 AM
Worship........ocoovvviiannn. 10:30 AM
Worship.......cocoovvviiinnnn. 6:00 PM
Wednesdays
Bible Study...................... 7:30 PM
Elders
Stephen W. Nale............. 812-948-9917
Allen L. Morris................. 812-967-4536
Deacons
Jeffrey B. Hunt................ 502-931-5766
Elbert Metcalf.................. 812-246-5938

Rondal O. Thompson Jr....812-944-8295

Evangelist & Editor

Brian Anderson................ 317-442-9507
Email: brian.anderson2@arconic.com

Goals For 2018
Theme
Body Building
Attendance: Sunday Bible Study: 40;

Sunday AM: 50
Sunday PM: 40; Wednesday Bible Study: 30

Giving: Meet Our Yearly Budget

Invitations: 104

Every Member Committed To Daily Bible
Reading

Every Member Committed To Daily Prayer

Add Additional Child’s Class

Each Member Do An in Depth Bible Study Of
Their Own

|
-Like us on Facebook-View us on
YouTube at Clarksvillechurch

Prayer List
Harry & Martha Croninger
Sharon Nale
Les & Novema Dunn
Mary McAfee
Jean Hume (Anita’s Sister)
Debby Spears (Roseann’s sis)
Sharon Thompson
Debbie Beckham
Sandra Anderson (Brian’s Mom)
Allen Morris—Surgery rehab

Lord’s Supper Reading
Heb. 9:22-28
e

Scripture Reading
AM: | Tim. 3:14-15
PM: Exodus 1:17-18

We are now in the 12th week of our
Bible Reading.

Encouragement Tally
Invites this month: 24
Invites last month: 100
Visitors YTD: 0
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The Relationship of Christ To The Lord’s Church

Place Stamp
Here

Welcome!
If you're visiting with us
today, we want you to
feel welcome and we
want you to feel like
our honored guest! We
also want you to know
that all we'’re interested
in here at the Clarks-
ville Church of Christ is
the Truth. Jesus said,
“You shall know the
truth, and the truth
shall make you free.”
John 8:32. The truth
He’s talking about is
God’s word. Jesus
said, “Sanctify them by
thy truth, Thy word is
truth.” John 17:17.
Therefore we hope
you’ll appreciate that
we’ll give you book,
chapter and verse from
the Bible, the word of
God, for everything
that we say or do here
today, so that every-
thing that we do may
bring glory unto God, |
Pet. 4:11.

Read I Tim. 3:14-15. It’s obvious from the New Testament that
Christ sustains a close relationship to the church. Let’s take a

look this morning.

I. Christ Is The Builder

Eph. 3:10-11, Mt 16:18, Ps 127:1, I Tim. 3:15

I1. Christ Is The Foundation

Is 28:16, I Pet. 2:4-8, Ps 118:22, Mt 21:42
Acts 4:10-11, I Pet. 2:7, 1 Cor. 3:11, Eph 2:20ff

III. Christ Is The Head

Col. 1:18, Eph. 4:15; 5:23; 1:22-23, 24

IV. Christ Is The Savior

Eph. 5:23,25-27, Acts 2:47, 38

V. Christ Loves

Eph. 5:25, 29, Jn 15:13

VI. Christ Will Deliver Church Back To God

I Cor. 15:24, Matt 16:19, Rev. 22:14




The Conversion of Saul

The Bible says more about this case of conversion than any of the others. The story is not told in just one
text, but it is found in Acts 9:1-22, Acts 22:1-16 and Acts 26:4-18. Let's consider Saul's former way of life,
the appearance on the road, the messenger and the message that was sent to Saul.

Saul's Former Way of Life

All three texts tell something about how Saul lived before his conversion.

1. He was a Hebrew a Pharisee (Acts 22:3; 26:5; Phil. 3:5). Before Agrippa he testified, "according to the
strictest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee" (Acts 26:5). He later referred to himself as a Hebrew of He-
brews.

Saul was a very religious man. But, he was wrong in his religion. Even though he was living a strict reli-
gious life and was a descendant of Abraham he was not a child of God.

2. He was educated (Acts 22:3). Saul was highly educated. He had been trained at the feet of Gamaliel. He
was taught "according to the strictness of our father's law."

Though educated, he was still in sin. Sin is not a problem just to the ignorant and unlearned. Those with
college educations and PhD’s are also guilty of sin (Rom. 3:23). Someone once said that an uneducated
man may steal a car. If you send him to college he may steal the factory. Whether educated or not, all men
face the same problem of sin.

3. He was zealous (Phil. 3:6). His zeal and enthusiasm lead him to be active in what he thought to be right.
He had a zeal without knowledge (Rom. 10:3). This trait would be useful in the kingdom of God if he
would only couple some understanding with his excitement.

4. He was conscientious (Acts 23:1; 26:9). Even though he was fighting against the Lord's work, he was
doing what he thought was right. He lived in all good conscience. This reminds us that one's conscience can
be wrong. Sincerity is not enough. Saul was sincere, but wrong.

5. He persecuted the church (Acts 7:58; 8:1; 9:1-2; 22:4-5; 26:9-11). He held the coats for those who stoned
Stephen. He made havoc of the church dragging men and women off to prison. He breathed out threats and
murder against God's people. He had cast his vote that some should be put to death.

After his conversion we see a different man with a different attitude. This is a powerful message about how
people can change. It is a message about how the "chief of sinners" (1 Tim. 1:15) can turn to God and be
forgiven.

The Appearance On The Road

1. What he saw and heard (Acts 9:1-9; 22:6-11; 26:12-18). As Saul journeyed on the road to Damascus he
saw a light shining from heaven that was as bright as the noon sun. He heard a voice saying, "Saul, Saul
why are you persecuting Me?" Saul answered, "Who are You, Lord?" The Lord replied, "I am Jesus whom
you are persecuting." Saul asked the Lord what he would have him to do. He was then instructed to go into
the city and it would be told to him what he should do.

The Conversion of Saul con’t

2. He was called to go to the Gentiles (Acts 26:16-18). Paul explained to Agrippa that the Lord ap-
peared to him to send him to the Gentiles to turn them from darkness to light, from Satan unto God.
Having seen the Lord, he is now qualified to be an apostle of the Lord (Acts 1:22).

3. What happened on the road convinced him of the resurrection of Christ. Seeing and hearing the res-
urrected Lord was evidence that he was no longer in the tomb. This is the only thing that can explain
the complete change in Saul's life. If he was not convinced, then why does he start pro-claiming his res-
urrection and even preach it to Agrippa?

4. Saul was not saved on the road to Damascus. Many think that Saul was saved when he saw the Lord.
If he was saved on the road to Damascus, he was the most miserable saved man for he didn't eat or
drink for the next three days (Acts 9:9). If he was saved. Ananias didn't know it for he told him to wash
away his sins (Acts 22:16). If he was saved, he was saved without calling on the name of the Lord
(Acts 22:16). If he was saved, he was saved while still in his sins (Acts 22:16).

The Messenger And His Message

1. Ananias was sent (Acts 9:10-16). God sent a gospel preacher named Ananias to Saul. Ananias was
concerned having heard of what Saul had done to God's people. God assured the preacher that Saul was
a chosen vessel and he was on his way.

2. Ananias restored Saul's sight (Acts 9:12, 17-18). When Ananias arrived he put his hands on Saul and
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes and he could see again.

3. The message of Ananias (Acts 22:16). When this preacher comes, Saul is praying. So he begins by
asking, "And now why are you waiting?" You see, to do anything (even something religious) other than
what God wants the sinner to do to be saved, is waiting or "tarrying" (KJV). I also learn from this that
prayer on the part of the alien sinner (such as at the mourner's bench) is not part of God's plan for re-
moving man's sin. If so, why did he instruct Saul to stop praying and do something else?

His message continued, "Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the
Lord," From this I learn: (a) that baptism is essential to wash away our sins, (b) the urgency of bap-
tism for he was to quit praying and arise and be baptized and (c) obeying the commands of the Lord
(such as baptism) is how one calls on the name of the Lord.

Saul was saved the same way that you and I are saved. Do you believe in the Lord? Have you decided
to turn from sin in repentance? Would you be willing to acknowledge your faith in him? Then, I ask
you, why are you waiting? Arise, be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord




