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Finally, Brethren

The Apostle Paul ends his second epistle to the Corinthians with this beginning phrase in
Il Cor. 13:11. It seems fitting to me to end my association with you as your gospel
preacher by leaving you with the admonitions that Paul provides the Corinthians and other
brethren as he uses this phrase, “Finally, Brethren.”

. One Another in
Il Cor. 3:11, Eph 4:11, 16, Col. 3:14
Il One Another
Il Cor. 13:11, Gal. 6:2, Phil. 2:4, Rom. 12:15

lll. Be Of

Il Cor. 13:11, | Cor. 1:10, Rom. 12:16, Phil. 2:2, Eccl. 4:12
IV. Live In
Il Cor. 13:11, Acts 9:31, | Thes. 5:13, Rom. 12:18, Eph. 4:3, Gal. 5:15
V. Be
Eph. 6:10, | Cor. 16:13, Il Tim. 2:1, Phil. 4:13, Epy. 3:20, Josh 1:7
VL. Always
Phil. 3:1; 4:4, | Thes. 5:16, Ps 9:14, | Pet. 1:3-9, Rom. 8:31-39
VIL. On These
Phil. 4:8, Prov. 23:7; 4:23, Gen. 6:5, Ps 10:4
VIII. Without Ceasing

Il Thes. 3:1, Js 5:16, | Thes. 5:17, Col. 1:9, | Tim. 2:1-2, Phil. 4:6

Tomorrow You Shall Die

While many know the details of the lives of some of the kings of Israel like David
and Solomon, their lives would be so blessed today by studying the details of the
life of king Hezekiah. He was king of the southern kingdom of Judah when the ten
northern tribes were destroyed by the Assyrians. Assyria’s army then came and
surrounded Jerusalem. The prayer of Hezekiah moved God to annihilate 185,000
Assyrians who had surrounded Jerusalem without Hezekiah’s army having to shoot
a single arrow (2 Kgs. 19).

Shortly after this great victory Hezekiah became sick, and Isaiah came to him with
this message from God. “Set your house in order, for you shall die, and not live” (2
Kgs. 20:1). What an amazing message, and what a blessing this horrendous day
can be to us if we just imagine we had been that king. How would you respond if
you knew that this would be the last day of your life and that tomorrow you would
die?

Read all the details of what happened that day and what Hezekiah did when the
message came to him. Because of the king’s actions, God added fifteen years to
Hezekiah’s life. Tragically, he made grave mistakes in those years.

The truth is that whether we die today, tomorrow or fifteen years from now really
does not matter. Some day | will die. Some day you will die. Hear the words of
God, “It is appointed for men once to die, but after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27).
We have the appointment to die, but unlike Hezekiah, we do not know the time of
that appointment. The message for us is so obvious. All of us must make sure we
are ready to keep that appointment and the event which follows.

The reason for this urgency is found in the last words of this verse from Hebrews—
”...after this the judgment.” Daniel Webster, the American statesman, said that the
most sobering thought he ever had was that some day he must stand before God
and give an account for how he lived. Consider the fact that the lives of all men
would be changed if they never forgot this sobering thought, “For we must all ap-
pear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done
in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10).

Unlike what happened to Hezekiah, God has not sent the prophet Isaiah to come to
our house to tell us that we should set our houses in order for the end of our life
has come. However, is this not the message found repeatedly throughout the scrip-
tures? We may not know for certain the time of our death, but we know for certain
that we shall die. How would you live today if you knew that this would be your last
day on this earth? It could be!




