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A. What does our church building say about our priorities? Would it be
obvious to a visitor that this building was designed primarily to be a
“teaching facility”?

B. What does our congregational budget say about our priorities?

C. What provision are we making to prepare additional teachers, the
teachers of the future? Cf. 2 Tim. 2:2.

CONCLUSION
A. With regard to teaching, we need to be constantly asking: how can we
do more?
1. How can we multiply the amount of teaching that is being done?
2. How can we increase the quality of the teaching that is being done?
B. May we aspire to be like Thessalonica: a church from which the Lord’s
word “sounds forth” (1 Thess. 1:8).

-Gary Henry




SIN: WHAT HAPPENS BEFORE AND AFTER

Introduction

A. Th e progress of sin in our lives involves a chain of events.
B. By God’s grace, we are capable of stopping this sequence before it goes any further — we are not helpless vic-

tims.

. BEFORE

A. Temptation.

1. Temptation itself is no sin - Gen. 39:7-9; Hb. 4:15. It is simply the devil’'s enticement — or “offer” — to
sin.

2. ltis, of course, extremely foolish to expose ourselves unnecessarily to temptation - 1 Tim. 6:11.
B. Failure to reject temptation.

1. Our great failure is in not saying a decisive No! — we entertain the temptation in our minds, letting it take
root.

2. Unarrested, temptation then leads to sin - Jas. 1:14,15.

Il. SIN
A. Thoughts. We can sin in our thoughts even if the thoughts never surface outwardly - Mt. 5:21,22.
B. Words & deeds.
1. In most cases, sinful thoughts that are not dealt with rightfully are going to show up in our words and
deeds.
2. As the old saying goes, “What’s down in the well is going to come up in the bucket.” Cf. Mt. 12:35.
3. If we’ve obeyed the gospel, sin need not result in our eternal death (Ac. 8:22,23; 1 Jn. 5:16,17), but
much depends on what our “next step” is.
lll. AFTER
A. Refusal to repent. When we refuse to repent, we put ourselves into a deadly downward spiral. Cf. Cain in
Gen. 4:3-11.
B. Hardening of conscience. Habitual sin hardens our minds against God and turns sin into an ingrained hab-
it. Cf. Prov. 28:14.; Mt. 23:37.
Conclusion

A. “Sow a thought and you reap an action; sow an act and you reap a habit; sow a habit and you reap a
character; sow a character and you reap a destiny” (Ralph Waldo Emerson). Cf. Rom. 2:5,6 ; Gal. 6:7,8.
B. Hell will be the outcome if we refuse the opportunities given us to turn around and go back in God’s direc-

tion.

C. But one of the worst things we can do is to think we can procrastinate and break the chain of events
“later.”

D. We need to show more defi ance against our adversary. We must resist him and say no - Jas. 4:7; 1 Pt.
5:8,9

-Gary Henry

The Battlefield of the Human Heart

“If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door.

And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it” (Genesis 4:7).

IN THE AGE-OLD CONFLICT BETWEEN RIGHT AND WRONG, IT IS OUR VERY HEARTS THAT ARE AT
RISK. The tempter seeks to destroy us by deceiving us and drawing our will away from God. And to the
extent that we allow our hearts to be turned against God, we allow evil to gain another unfortunate

victory. We become yet another name on Satan'’s long list of victims.

Our hearts are under attack on all fronts. There is not a single dimension of our thinking where we are
not challenged by evil and confronted with crucial choices. In our intellect, the choice is between truth
and deception. In our affections, we must decide between love and hatred. In our will, the stark alter-
natives are obedience to God and disobedience. Unless we determine not to let it happen, wrong-
headedness, and even wrongheartedness, will overwhelm us in each of these realms and wipe out eve-

ry good thing we were created to enjoy.

These truths are sobering, to be sure. We have an obvious need for humility and vigilance in every-
thing that pertains to our spiritual welfare. But it is also possible for us to have courage and hope. En-
deavoring to strengthen the backbone of his young friend Timothy, Paul wrote, “For God has not given
us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7). We are caught up in
a cosmic struggle, but the Creator of this cosmos is far greater in power and wisdom than all the forces

of evil combined. The rightful King reigns from His powerful throne!

The devil can tempt us and test us, but he does not have the power to overrule our choice. On the oth-
er hand, God could overrule our choice, but He will not. Having given us the freedom to choose,
He exhorts us to resist the devil's deception and to hold onto the truth. He invites us to find in Him
that which is real life. So the basic issue is easy to understand and dangerous to forget. Moses cap-
tured it in his historic words to Israel: “I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I
have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your

descendants may live” (Deuteronomy 30:19).

"The devil wrestles with God, and the field of battle is the human heart” (Feodor Dostoevsky).

Gary Henry — WordPoints.com + AreYouaChristian.com




