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CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST

Introduction

A. “Crucified’ is the only really definitive adjective by which to describe the Christian life” (J. Furman Mil-

ler).

B. “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which |
now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Gal.
2:20).

C. In the text above, Paul speaks of “the life which | now live.” Th is stands in contrast to the way he
lived previously, when

“faith in the Son of God” was not his guiding principle. To say the least, obedience to the gospel of
Christ creates a “before” and an “after” — a radical conversion or turning in a person’s life.

I. GOD’S ULTIMATE INTENTION FOR US

A. In Christ, God plans to do more than smooth out a few wrinkles from our lifestyles; He plans to reno
vate the depths of our hearts so radically that our character will be just like that of Jesus Christ.

B. When our hearts have become miniature models of Christ’'s own heart, we will truly be His siblings,
bearing as He does the unblemished image of our Father. God aims for us “to be conformed to the im
age of His Son, that He mightbe the firstborn among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29).

Il. OUR COMMITMENT TO THINK DIFFERENTLY

A. Being “crucified with Christ” does not happen automatically. It's a choice we make, and it's one we
make continually.

B. Our “sanctification” is both a fact (1 Cor. 6:11) and a command (2 Cor. 7:1).

C. Learning to “live by faith in the Son of God” is not easy. It requires the kind of commitment and disci
pline which says, “I am done with self-will and self-reliance. God being my helper, | will learn to move at
His command because | trust Him.” A human being cannot change at any deeper level than this.

lll. WHAT WILL MOTIVATE US TO MAKE THE CHANGE?

A. Nothing less than deep gratitude for God’s pardon is powerful enough to produce the kind of change
He plans for us.

B. The difference between Paul’s past and present was motivated by his love for the Son of God, “who
loved me and gave Himself for me.”

C. In another text, Paul said that “the love of Christ compels us . . . He died for all, that those who live
should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again” (2 Cor. 5:14,15).

Conclusion
A. May we never underestimate the seriousness of what has to happen to us. “Crucifixion” is not
too strong a word for it.

B. It was doubt and distrust that drove us to sin. Forgiven, we must learn to “live by faith in the
Son of God.”

Gary Henry

Helpfulness to the Local Congregation

A spirit of helpfulness on the part of individual Christians contributes
enormously to the work of a local congregation. When brothers and sis-
ters in the Lord are motivated by a genuine desire to be useful and to
give assistance, work is done which would not otherwise be done and it
is done with a positive, hopeful enthusiasm.

On the other hand, when Christians lack the desire to be truly useful,
they tend to complain and criticize, rather than work. The atmosphere
becomes negative, and dissatisfaction and unhappiness set in.

Preachers and especially elders appreciate those who make a habit of
being helpful. Teaching, preaching, and leading become real joys
among those who are eager to aid a congregation's work in every way
they can.

A man named Robert Babson has said, "If things are not going well with
you, begin your effort at correcting the situation by carefully examining
the service you are rendering, and especially the spirit in which you are
rendering it." It is true that much of our unhappiness stems from our
lack of helpfulness to others. Those who constantly make themselves of
assistance to those around them are usually at peace with themselves
and with their situation.

All of us have opportunities to be helpful. But not all have made the
preparation necessary to be useful. Not all are sensitive and mature
enough to know how best to help. Not all are ready to make the sacrific-
es of time, effort, and energy required to help. Are you?

Gary Henry




