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God’s word. Jesus I1. We Get Back To Living Pure and Holy Lives Before Him
said, “Sanctify them by

thy truth, Thy word is Prov. 14:34,Is 5:20, I Pet. 1:15, Rom. 12:1-2, Titus 2:11-12
truth.” John 17:17. Col. 3:5-6
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that we say or do here The Universe
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Daniel 4:32, Ps 33:12
V. We Restore New Testament Discipleship

Acts 8:4, Mt. 28:19-20, Mk 16:15-16, 2 Tim. 2:2., I Tim. 2:1
Js 5:16, Prov. 21:1




Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death

Intro: Patrick Henry’s famous phrase “Give me liberty, or give me death,
was a rallying cry during the American revolution. 1'd like to use it this
evening for a spiritual application. Let’s consider the similarities that
Patrick Henry faced, and what we face today spiritually.

. We Are At
Eph. 6:12, | Tim. 1:18, | Pet. 2:11, | Tim. 6:12, 2 Cor. 10:4-5, Eph. 6:13,
Prov. 23:23, Acts 20:35, 2 Tim. 2:15, Rom. 10:17, | Thes. 5:17, Heb.
10:25
. The _ is Bod and Formidable
Eph. 6:11, | Pet. 5:8, Amos 3:8, Gen. 3:1, 2 Cor. 2:11., Job 1:6
lll. Our Enemy Wishes To
Gen. 3:1ff, 2 Pet. 2:19, Rom. 6:16, Gen. 4:7
IV.’'m Going To Have To
| Sam. 17:40, Eph. 6:13-17, | Tim. 6:12, Acts 14:22, Phil. 3:143
V. There Are Only __ Options

Deut. 30:19, Rom. 6:16, Col. 3:2, Mt 6:19-21, Prov. 4:23 23:7
Mt 15:19, Rom. 8:6, Mt 7:13-14

VI. We’ve __ Made The Wrong Choice But Came To Set Us

Rom. 3:23, 10; 5:12, Gal. 5:13, Jn 10:10, Gal. 5:1; 2:4, Mk 10:45

Eph. 1:7, Is 53:5-6 Jn 8:32, Ps 119:45, Js 1:21, Rom. 6:17-18 22

Jn 8:36, Josh 24:15, Jn 8:24, Lk 13:3, Mt 10:32, Mk 16:16, | Cor. 15:58,
Rev. 2:10, Rom. 6:3-4, 1 Jn 1:9, 2 Cor. 6:2

Edification

It is unfortunate that the word “edification” is a term that’s fallen into disuse. Every thought-

ful Christian should recognize that God’s people should strengthen each other spiritually
and build up one another in the faith (Ephesians 4:16). That’s what biblical edification is.
For one thing, it's a natural outgrowth of evangelism — when people come to Jesus in faith,
repentance and baptism, they need additional attention, nurturing and instruction to contin-
ue growing in Christ (see 2 Peter 1:5-11; 3:17-18). For another, a church is only as healthy
and sound as its willingness and commitment to do the work Christ desires it to do!

The importance of edification in the church is seen in that-

(1). It is something members are to strive to excel in
(1 Corinthians 14:12).

(2). Itis held up as a purpose for our assembling together
(1 Corinthians 14:26).

(3). It is a goal of ministry and serving in the body of Christ
(2 Corinthians 10:8; 13:10; Ephesians 4:11-12).

(4). Every member ought to contribute to it
(Ephesians 4:16).

(5). Every relationship in Christ revolves around it
(1 Corinthians 10:23-24; Romans 15:2; 1 Thessalonians 5:11).

(6). It involves our words and actions as Christians
(2 Corinthians 12:19; Ephesians 4:29).

You know edification is something good when considering what helps in producing it: faith
(Jude 20) and love (1 Corinthians 8:1) are essential while peace (Romans 14:19) and har-
mony (Acts 9:31) also are needed. Of course, the word of God (Acts 20:32) and positive
Christ-like examples (1Corinthians 8:10) are keys too.

There are far worse things to be known for in life than being a Christian who wants to
strengthen others spiritually and build them up in the faith! Ask yourself these ques-

tions: (1) What can | do to build up the congregation here? (2) Think of specific people. Ask
yourself, “What can | specifically do to encourage this person in the Lord?” (3) Maybe ask
someone, “How can | pray for you?”

Eternity will be full of people who sought to build others up in the faith. And earth is more
full of God’s grace and goodness too!




