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What a Week

1 Corinthians 15: 56-58

I. Triumphal Entry

ll. Cleansing the temple for the second time
lll. Curses the fig tree

IV. Judas betrays Jesus

V. Preparing the Passover

VI. Passover meal and Lord’s Supper
VI. Jesus in Garden Praying

VI. Jesus Betrayed in Garden

VIl. Jesus taken to Annas

IX. Jesus taken to Caiphas

Xl. Peter Denial

XIl. Jesus Before Pilate

XIll. Jesus Sent to Herod

XIV. Jesus Before Pilat Again

XV. Jesus Crucifies

XVI. Jesus’ Death

XVII. Jesus’ Resurrection

Elbert Metcalf

Hope Is Our Most Priceless Treasure in Christ

"...if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away
from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature un-
der heaven, of which |, Paul, became a minister" (Colossians 1:23).

Among our many blessings in Christ, the hope of heaven is the center around
which all the others orbit. Eternal life is “the hope of the gospel,” as Paul calls it, the
one thing promised by the gospel to every faithful Christian and only to them. Things like
physical health, financial security, and even emotional health may be found outside of
Christ; indeed, they are sometimes enjoyed by worldly people to a greater extent than
Christians. But “the hope of the gospel” is a gift that is absolutely unique: it is promised
to everyone in Christ and only those in Christ.

When | speak of our “hope” in Christ, | don’t mean (at least primarily) the subjective feel-
ing of hope. | mean the fact of eternal life, the object of the Christian’s hope. From time
to time, the Christian may have a buoyant feeling of hope when he ponders heaven, and
sometimes he may not. But the objective reality of “the hope of the gospel” does not
change as long as we are faithful to Christ.

This hope can be ours only because of God’s grace. If it were not for the atoning sacri-
fice of His Son, Jesus Christ, there would be no hope of heaven for us. To say that we
didn’t deserve this gift is to say the painfully obvious, but the very fact that we are so un-
deserving is what makes us treasure our hope all the more gratefully.

This most priceless of our treasures is the central core of “walking in Christ.” It's the
spring from which our joy and strength flow, and our enjoyment of other blessings must
never draw our hearts away or distract us from keeping the main thing.

But if that is the What? of our hope, what is the So What? Here are five things. (1) We
should cherish our hope with profound humility. (2) We should guard our hope for all it’s
worth, being steadfast and faithful. (3) We should purify ourselves, as John said in 1
John 3:3. (4) We should long passionately for its arrival, fixing our meditations on it daily.
(5) We should be evangelistic and talk of our hope in Christ to everyone who'll listen. For
in the end, to lose eternity with God will be to lose the one thing that ever truly mattered.

"Life with Christ is an endless hope, without him a hopeless end" (Anonymous).
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