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MENIAL SERVICE

Are we willing to serve others in ways that are lowly and unpleasant?

Jesus never did anything more lowly than when He washed the feet of His disciples - Jn. 13:12-17.

SERVICE TO PEOPLE WHO ARE DIFFICULT TO SERVE

4:11. In our servanthood, are we willing to go beyond those whom we find it easy to serve?
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We must be willing to serve even our enemies - Mt. 5:43-48. Cf. 1 Pt. 2:18.

SACRIFICIAL SERVICE

Are we willing to serve others when it is inconvenient and costly to us? Cf. Phil. 2:5-8. Cf. v.30.

In Christ, our individual “privileges” and “rights” should not be our main concern - Gal. 5:13. Cf. Rom.
14:19; 15:1-3.

“Ministry that costs nothing, accomplishes nothing” (John Henry Jowett). -Gary Henry




The Faith that Saved Noah

Hebrews 11:7

The building of the ark that saved Noah was an accomplishment made possible “by faith.” What were the characteristics of the
faith that saved Noah?

FAITH CAUSED NOAH TO ACCEPT A FUTURE REALITY AS A FACT

A thing is not unreal just because it is unseen — indeed, the most important parts of reality are unseen. Cf. 2 Cor. 4:18.

Faith is the mental faculty by which we deal with realities that are “not seen” (Hb. 11:1).

Noah had the faith to accept as real a future happening that had never happened before! Cf. 2 Pt. 3:1-7. (Uniformitarianism — the

idea that what is happening today is what always has happened and always will happen — is not true.)

FAITH CAUSED THE FUTURE REALITY TO HAVE A
PRACTICAL IMPACT ON NOAH’S LIFE

Most of us have a tendency to postpone action on matters of great importance, waiting until later to act on questions that should
be acted on immediately.

But saving faith calls for decisive action in the present - Jas. 2:14-26. Faith is not merely something we think about — it is some-
thing we act on!

FAITH CAUSED NOAH TO ENDURE SCOFFING

When we obey God, reproach from other people ought to be the least of our worries. Cf. Mt. 10:28.

Like Noah — and like the Lord Himself — we must patiently endure scoffing. Cf. Hb. 12:3.

FAITH CAUSED NOAH TO DO EXACTLY WHAT GOD INSTRUCTED,
WITHOUT MODIFICATION

It's important for us to do all things “according to the pattern” (Hb. 8:5).Would Noah have been saved from the flood if he had
built the ark 301 cubits long? (God nowhere said not to do so.) God’s silence is significant and must be respected - Hb. 7:14.

FAITH SAVED NOAH FROM DESTRUCTION

The quality of faith exhibited by Noah is the only kind that saves. Concerning Noah’s obedience of faith, Peter wrote:

“Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for

a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Pt. 3:21).

Conclusion

Are we, as Christians, guilty of acting as if we believed salvation were “by faith only”? Noah'’s faith was an obedient trust in
God. Does our own faith have the characteristics of the faith that saved Noah?

Gary Henry — WordPoints.com + AreYouaChristian.com

Undaunted, We Do Whatever We Can to Help

". .. because for the work of Christ he came close to death, not regarding his life, to supply
what was lacking in your service toward me" (Philippians 2:30).

| WOULD LOVE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT EPAPHRODITUS. He was the individual men-
tioned in the text above who “came close to death” while acting as the Philippians’ messenger.
Apparently, he made the long journey from Philippi to Rome to bring Paul the assistance the
church wanted to send. Paul was in need, the Philippians wanted to help, and somebody need-
ed to take their gift to Rome. | would love to talk to this man who raised his hand and said, “I'll
go” — not knowing that he would nearly die doing what he volunteered to do.

In the Lord’s work, it is a mistake to think that “great” things can only be done by “great” people.
For one thing, we need to be careful in how we define a “great” thing. But the same thing goes
for how we define a great person. Epaphroditus may have been an extraordinary person, the
kind of outstanding individual even the world would recognize as talented and courageous. But |
have a hunch that he was just an “ordinary” person, a Christian who simply agreed to do some-
thing that needed to be done. Either way, what he did was great and he showed his greatness
by simply being willing to make the trip — for the sake of the Lord and His work.

I'd like for you to get out your Bible and read Hebrews chapter eleven. It contains a list of peo-
ple who did things because they trusted God. Read that that chapter slowly and thoughtfully. Do
you not see people in that text simply doing things that needed to be done? Just by being will-
ing, they became examples to us.

Often, things go undone not for the lack of courage but the lack of willingness. We think we
need more training, or a more convenient time. or a task more suited to our style. But there
comes a time when we must ask, “Why not me?” And “Why not now?” As Moses learned, God
has little patience with excuse-makers (Exodus 4:1-17).

| am not going to lie and tell you that everything you attempt in the Lord’s work is going to work
out as you wish. But if we serve only in situations where we’ve got an ironclad assurance of
safety, that’s not faith; it's the opposite of faith. What God wants are people who will volunteer
— ordinary folks who, despite their doubts and insecurities, will give it all they’ve got. Folks like
Ephaphroditus.

"God does not ask about our ability, but our availability" (Anonymous).
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