Courage of Joshua at Jericho
Background:

Spies sent out by Moses


People refuse to follow God’s plan


40 years wandering in the wilderness

Nu 32:11  Surely none of the men that came up out of Egypt, from twenty years old and 
upward, shall 
see the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob; because 
they have not 
wholly followed me:
12  Save Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite, and Joshua the son of Nun: for they have wholly 
followed the LORD.

13  And the LORD’S anger was kindled against Israel, and he made them wander in the wilderness 
forty years, until all the generation, that had done evil in the sight of the LORD, was consumed.

At the end of the 40 years:


Moses dies


They are encamped East of Jordan


Told to enter the land.


Jos 1:2  Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this 
people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel.

Be strong and of a good courage

Joshua 1:6  Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them.
7  Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.

8  This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

9  Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.

Entering the land


Crossed the River during flood stage on dry ground


Circumcised the males


Celebrated passover


The manna ceased

The first target is Jericho. 


The heavily fortified area enclosed about 9 acres


A second internal fortification enclosed 6 acres


9’ deep x 27’ wide ditch cut from bedrock


Rock retaining wall 12-15’ tall topped by a mud brick wall 6’ thick 20-26’ tall



total height of first wall  41-50’


A second wall 6’ thick x 20’+
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Ancient Jericho

Toward the end of the Bronze Age

Archaeological excavations reveal that Jericho was violently eSS 2. sortcho
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Why did joshua need courage

Moses was gone and Joshua is suddenly the leader of the nation.


He is now receiving orders directly from God!


He is 80 years old.


The manna ceased so they had to change diet and cooking methods.


He was now the religious leader and had to insure they celebrated Passover properly.


He was now the religious leader and had to get the males circumcised as adults!


He was confronted by a man with sword drawn



The commander of the army of the LORD,  A divine messenger 


Jericho was already in defensive mode



Jos 6:1 ¶  Now Jericho was shut up inside and outside because of  the people of 


Israel. None went out, and none came in.


The instructions given  to Joshua seemed like a very unlikely plan from an earthly 


perspective.


He needs full cooperation of the men of war to carry out very odd orders.


He needs a successful victory in order to embolden all the people.


He has a promise to fulfill to Rahab


No pressure! The future of the nation depends on him!

Orders

Jos 6:3  You shall march around the city, all the men of war going around the city once. Thus shall you do for six days.

4  And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark; and on the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, the priests blowing the trumpets.

5  And when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, as soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and the people shall go up every man straight before him."

Results

Jos 6:20  So the people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets: and it came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city.

Jars of Burnt Grain

[image: image3.jpg]



Possible location of Rahab’s home near the North end of the city
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What does this have to do with us?

We need courage to believe God’s Word.

We need courage to stand for truth.

We need courage to overcome obstacles.

We need courage to take the next step

Do You have such courage?
